
2007 SEA TURTLE INTERNSHIP COURSES:  ST. CATHERINES ISLAND 
Geology 5740: Sea Turtle Natural History 
Seven Day Internships; 4 Semester Hours 

with a follow-up course 
Geology 5741: Sea Turtle Conservation 

Spring Semester, Web-Based, Distance Learning Course 
Supported by the Eisenhower Higher Education Program, Georgia Southern University, the St. Catherines Island Foundation, 

Inc., and the Georgia Department of Natural Resources. 
 
 

^^^^^^^^^^^^^^^^^^^^^^^^^^^^^^^^^^^^^^^^^^^^^^^^^^^^^^^^^^^^^^^^^^ 
The GSU Department of Geology and Geography expects to offer GSU students the opportunity to participate in a unique field 
experience during Summer Semester, 2007.  This internship course will allow students to earn 4 semester credits for ten full days 
of research, monitoring sea turtle nesting on St. Catherines Island, Georgia.  Students will live on the island for seven days to 
observe sea turtle nesting evidence, study barrier island natural history, and collect natural history specimens for their 
classrooms.  Students selected must be responsible and mature, because they will be expected to operate semi-independently, 
often in adverse environmental conditions at varying hours dictated by tides, weather, and the numbers of turtles nesting.  Groups 
of two to four teachers (possibly including 1 school administrator and/or 1 former sea turtle participant) from single schools, 
school systems, or areas will be given priority.  Fourteen participants will be selected for the internship, which consists of 2 days 
of pre-service training on Saturday May 19, 2007 (Statesboro) and May 26, 2007 (if necessary by distance learning), 7 days 
residence on the Island from July 13 to July 20, and a 1 day follow-up meeting on 3rd weekend in September, the 15th and/or 
16th. Only persons able to COMMIT TO THIS ENTIRE SCHEDULE will be accepted for the internship program.  A three-
semester hour distance learning/web-based follow-up course for Sea Turtle participants will be provided in Spring Semester 
2008.  These are college-credit courses offered through Georgia Southern University.  Interns MUST APPLY TO AND BE 
ACCEPTED BY the GSU Graduate School before their island residency can begin. 
Students interested in participating in this course should contact Dr. Kelly vance, Department of geology and Geography 
<rkvance@georgiasouthern.edu>, or Dr. Gale Bishop, GeoTrec LLC, e-mail <gbishop@geotrec.org> for an application. 
 

^^^^^^^^^^^^^^^^^^^^^^^^^^^^^^^^^^^^^^^^^^^^^^^^^^^^^^^^^^^^^^ 

 
St. Catherines Island is an undeveloped, largely uninhabited barrier island midway in the string of Georgia’s Golden Isles.  Located 6 miles off 
the mainland, St. Catherines is 10 miles long and 1 to 3 miles wide.  The island presents a full spectrum of undisturbed natural environments for 
study by scientists through its Field Research Program, a Wildlife Survival Center for endangered species housed on the island, and an 
Archeology Project centered about studying and preserving prominent historic elements of the island, including the northern most known Spanish 
mission, the Button Gwinnett House, and two plantations with surviving slave cabins.  The Island is owned and operated by The St. Catherines 
Island Foundation, Inc. to conserve and support charitable, scientific, literary or educational purposes, to promote conservation of natural 
resources, survival of endangered species of animals, and the preservation of historic sites, and to expand human knowledge in the fields of 
ecology, botany, zoology, natural history, archeology, and other scientific and educational disciplines. 
 

^^^^^^^^^^^^^^^^^^^^^^^^^^^^^^^^^^^^^^^^^^^^^^^^^^^^^^^^^^^^^^ 
 

NOTICE: Because of the hazardous nature of fieldwork, each student must be covered by medical insurance.  Each student will accept the responsibility for his/her 
own deportment and for the deportment of the group. Neither contraband substances nor firearms will be tolerated. Any use of alcohol must conform to the laws of 
the State of Georgia and the rules of Georgia Southern University. Any potential student with known or suspected health problems, which might adversely affect 
her/his ability to perform under field conditions, must make arrangements to alleviate such problems before enrolling.  Internships may be terminated with 
concurrence of course faculty if an intern proves to be a problem to this program or to other programs on the Island.  The student must agree to attend all meetings.  
Each intern having previously completed an endangered species unit will turn in a copy of it upon arrival at St. Catherines for pre- and post-evaluation.    In addition 
the student will complete a series of structured educational activities while on St. Catherines Island.  Only students registered in the course will be accepted on the 
Island.  It is the student’s responsibility to accomplish registration. 
 
Visit Our Web Sites 
 
St. Catherines Sea Turtle Program  <http://www.scistp.org/> 
Rock Eagle Rapid Habitat Assessment  <http://www.usg.edu/oiit/re/re99/proceedings/RITA/rita.html> 
Geology of Georgia   <http://gsaix2.cc.gasou.edu/geol/1.1OV1.html> 
Fox Hills Nest     <http://gsaix2.cc.gasou.edu/geog/BullBrd.html#anchor1833190> 
Electronic Earth Science Education  <http://www.usg.edu/oiit/re/re98/proceed98.pdf> 
 
 



Sea Turtle 2007 Application Form         Date Received By Program _________________ 
 
Please complete this form completely to apply for this course.  Thank you. 
 
 Name            ________________________________________________ 
 
 SS#             _________-_________-____________ 
 
         Address ________________________________________________ 
 
         
         City_______________________, State __________.  Zip _____________ 
 
Telephone # School  (______) ____________________ 
            Home     (______) _____________________ 
            FAX      (______) _____________________ 
            e-mail   _____________________________ 
         
Gender:          Female __    Male__              
 
School System ________________________________ Certification Level: ___________________ 
 
School ___________________________ Grade Taught ______ Subject(s) ____________________ 
 
Partners in Group:   1. _________________________________       
   2. _________________________________ 
   3. _________________________________       
   4. _________________________________ 
 
 College Degree(s):    
    ___________________from_______________________________ 
 
 Previous Science Course(s):    
                _______________________________________________________ 
                _______________________________________________________ 
 
 
Yes    No    My health is generally good. (I have no medical problems which need to 
                  be called to your attention). 
 
          If No; What problem(s) do we need to be aware of? 
 
          _________________________________________________________ 
 
          _________________________________________________________ 
 
Yes     No    I currently carry, or will  acquire, health/accident insurance for this class. 
 
Yes     No I am currently enrolled in the GSU Graduate School. 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 



In case of an emergency, Please contact: __________________________________ 
 
                                           Address:________________________________ 
 
                                           City________________________, State _______.  
  
                                           Zip __________________ 
 
                                            Telephone # (_______) _____________________ 
                                                              # (_______) _____________________ 
 
Write a paragraph or two in the space below describing the attributes you possess which will advance sea turtle 
conservation if you are selected as an intern. Please type or word process this section. Submit via e-mail or send as a 
separate sheet. 
 
The planned internships will be for six-day interval during which the interns will live on the Island and monitor 
their beaches on a daily basis.  See the tentative dates below…. 
 
Training Meeting 1       May 19            Face to Face Meeting in Statesboro 
Training Meeting 2       May 26 (if necessary)          Distance Learning Meeting from Statesboro 
Internship        July 13 - July 20         Residence on St. Catherines Island 
Post-Service Meeting     September, 15th and/or 16th.  DVD distribution at St. Catherines 
         
    I agree to attend all meetings.   _______________________ Date _______ 
 
   I will attend the follow-up distance learning course Spring Semester ‘08.  
            
                                       _______________________ Date _______ 
 
  I will enroll in the GSU courses by immediately applying for admission to GSU Graduate School 
                                       _______________________ Date _______ 
 
Please list two references, one personal and one professional [your immediate supervisor] and have each one of 
your references send a letter of recommendation to us immediately.  You will be evaluated from the information on 
this application and letters of recommendation for one of the internships. It is your responsibility to be sure your 
letters have been sent. 
 
 Personal                                                   Professional (Immediate Supervisor) 
 _____________________________           _____________________________ 
 _____________________________           _____________________________ 
 _____________________________           _____________________________ 
 _____________________________           _____________________________ 
 Telephone (          ) ________________     Telephone (          ) ________________ 
 
COMPLETE THE APPLICATION ABOVE AND MAIL A HARD COPY TO: 
                Kelly Vance and Gale Bishop 
                Department of Geology and Geography 
                Georgia Southern University 
                P. O. Box 8149 
                Statesboro, GA  30460-8149 
 
IF YOU WANT TO ESTABLISH PRIORITY BY AN EARLY DATE OF APPLICATION, SEND IN A 
HARD COPY as instructed above; THEN, e-mail your application to the following address: 
gbishop@geotrec.org and a copy to rkvance@georgiasouthern.edu. 


