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GLOSSARY

Backshore--the upper part of the beach above the
high-tide line.

Backstop--an incline made in the sand pushed
backwards by the rear flippers during excavation of
the primary body depression.

Beach [= intertidal zone]--the edge of the ocean
exposed between high tide and low tide lines.

Body depression [=primary body pit]--a broad
depression excavated by the turtle in early stages of
nesting.

Crawlway [or crawl]--tracks and drag marks
generated as turtle crawls across beach.

Egg chamber--an urn-shaped cavity, dug into the
body depression, excavated by the turtle with rear
flippers into which the eggs are deposited.

Escarpment--the perimeter of the secondary body
depression formed by the sweeping motion of the
front flippers during covering and leaving a small
cliff-like scarp or steep slope.

Foreshore--the lower part of the beach below the
tideline.

Heavy Minerals - Black sands of high density
minera grains (ilmenite,garnet, rutile, apatite, etc.)
which are sorted out of quartz sand deposits by wave
action; accumulating in more or less discrete layersin
the beach, particularly in the back beach.

Nest--the sedimentary structure and eggs left in the
beach by a successful nesting excursion by a sea
turtle.

Non-nesting crawlway [=false crawl]--aturtle
crawlway generated by an unsuccessful attempt to
nest.

Relict mud--ancient mud layers being exposed by
current erosion and forming patches of mud exposed
on the beaches.

Secondary body depression [=secondary body pit]--
ashallow depression excavated as the turtle covers
the primary body depression by digging and flipping
sand.

Scarp--An erosional bluff or cliff formed by an
erosive event, hightides, storms, or turtle flippers.
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Stope- A mining term to describe the digging of a
cavity from below while building afloor as the
ceiling is mined away, hatchling turtles stope their
way to the surface by digging sand from above and
pushing it below themselves.

Storm scarp [backshore scarp]--an erosiona scarp
bordering the backshore formed by high spring tides
and coinciding with storm events.

Stranding--common euphemism to described a dead
or living marine mammal or reptile temporarily
trapped or GtrandedOon the beach.



